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Statement of the general issue

Abortion has been a controversial subject in many societies through history because of the moral, ethical, practical, and political power issues that surround it. It has been banned frequently and otherwise limited by law. However, abortions continue to be common in many areas where they are illegal; abortion rates are similar in countries where the procedure is legal and in countries where it is no[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]Legal on request.
Legal for rape, maternal life, health, mental health, socioeconomic factors, and/or fetal defects.
llegal with exception for rape, maternal lfe, health, fetal defects, and/or mental health.

llegal with exception for rape, maternal lfe, health, and/or mental health.

llegal with exception for maternal lfe, health, and/or mental health.

llegal with no exceptions.

Varies.

No information.



t according to the World Health Organization (WHO), due to unavailability of modern contraceptives in areas where abortion is illegal. The number of abortions worldwide is declining due to increased access to contraception according to WHO. Almost 2/3 of the world's women currently reside in countries where abortion may be obtained on request for a broad range of social, economic or personal reasons. Abortion laws vary widely by country. Seven countries (in Latin America and Europe) ban the procedure entirely.

The current situation 

More Information about European countries : http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/6235557.stm
Relevant International Actions/Past UN Efforts 

1. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is the leading global agency providing voluntary family planning, pregnancy, and delivery care to some of the world's poorest and most vulnerable people. Since its founding in 1969, UNFPA has provided nearly $6 billion in assistance to developing countries.
· UNFPA has established “guidelines for abortion and pre and post counseling on abortion” in many countries including Bosnia and Herzegovina.

· https://www.unfpa.org/africa/newdocs/maputo_eng.pdf
2. International Campaign for Women's Right to Safe Abortion launched on the International Day of Action for Women’s Health on 28 May 2012.
Objectives include : 

· To promote the legitimacy of the right to safe abortion in all forums addressing women’s health and rights, including those reviewing the MDGs, ICPD, Beijing, the UN Secretary-General’s initiative for women’s and children’s health, and initiatives on safe motherhood and family planning.
· To build capacity to advocate for the right to safe abortion, especially at country level.
· To increase public awareness of women’s need for safe abortion, in order to increase public understanding and support.
· To promote the evidence-based guidance on abortion in the World Health Organization’s Safe Abortion: Technical and Policy Guidance for Health Systems, 2012.
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