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Statement of the general issue
After the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russia liberalized some of its anti-LGBT laws.  Homosexual relationships were decriminalized in 1993.  Transgender Russians have also been allowed to change their legal gender on identity documents since 1997, although there are many obstacles to the process and invasive surgical requirements remain in place.  Despite these liberalization trends, in recent years, Russian authorities have routinely denied permits for Pride parades, intimidated and arrested LGBT activists and condoned anti-LGBT statements by government officials. ILGA-Europe, the European section of the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association, rates Russia as the least protective country in Europe for LGBT citizens, ranking it 49th out of the 49 European countries rated in its annual survey.

In June 2013, the Russian duma in Moscow passed a new law banning the "propaganda of non-tradition sexual relationships" to minors.  The new federal law is closely related to several regional laws that were already on the books, all of which seek to penalize “propaganda” of homosexuality, generally with the intent of “protecting” minors. The language of this new law focuses on “non-traditional” sexual relationships, to contrast with “traditional values” or “traditional family” language that Russia is promoting at the UN to oppose positive statements supporting the human rights of LGBT people.

The current situation 
International rights groups have described the current situation as the worst human rights climate in the post-Soviet era, while Russian historian, and human rights activist Lyudmila Alexeyeva called the anti-propaganda law "a step toward the Middle Ages." Since the law was enacted, Russian LGBT people seeking asylum in the U.S. and several parts of the world has spiked fourfold. In addition to activists, leaders of foreign governments have condemned the law.

Relevant International Actions/Past UN Efforts

1) Human rights campaign, founded in 1980, advocates on behalf of LGBT Americans, mobilizes grassroots actions in diverse communities, invests strategically to elect fair-minded individuals to office and educates the public about LGBT issues.
· As USA's largest lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) civil rights organization, the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) joins the Russian LGBT community and others across the globe in the fight to expose and repeal Russia's recently-enacted "anti-propaganda" law.
2) United Nations unveils ‘Free & Equal’ campaign to promote lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender rights. 

· Free & Equal is an unprecedented United Nations global public education campsign for LGBT equality. A project of the UN Human Rights Office being implemented in partnershop withe the Purpose Foundation, Free & Equal will raise awareness of LGBT.
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