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Introduction

Racial and ethnic discrimination occur on a daily basis, hindering progress for millions of people around the world. From denying individuals the basic principles of equality and non-discrimination to fuelling ethnic hatred that may lead to genocide, racism and intolerance destroy lives and communities. The struggle against racism is a matter of priority for the international community and is at the heart of the work of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Since being established, the United Nations has been concerned with this issue; the Prohibition of racial discrimination goes against all the principles of the United Nations and all core international human rights instruments. The United Nations has always placed obligations and responsibilities on all member states with the task of eradication discrimination in all forms. The principle of equality also requires States to adopt special measures to eliminate conditions which cause or help to perpetuate racial discrimination. 
Issues that Need to be Addressed
1. The Issue of Violence 
2. Freedom of Expression
3. Promotion of Respect for Diversity or Tolerance
4. Discrimination
5. Changing or Leaving One’s Religion or Belief
6. Manifestation of Religion or Belief 
7. Support and Protection for Human Rights Defenders including Individual Cases
8. Support for- and Engagement with-Civil Society
Relevant International Actions/Past UN Efforts

· International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination [ICERD]
The United Nations International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 21st December 1965. As of September 2013, it has 87 signatories & 176 parties. The convention commits its members to the elimination of racial discrimination & the promotion of understanding among all races. 
Link: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx 
· EU Guidelines on the Promotion & Protection of freedom of religion or belief
The Council of the European Union established the European Union Guidelines on the promotion & protection of freedom of religion or belief on 24th June 2013. The guideline encompasses the Freedom of expression, Promotion of respect for diversity & tolerance, discrimination, and the manifestation of religion or belief & etc. 
Link: http://consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137585.pdf 
· United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief
The Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief is an independent expert appointed by the UN Human Rights Council. The mandate holder has been invited to identify existing and emerging obstacles to the enjoyment of the right to freedom of religion or belief and present recommendations on ways and means to overcome such obstacles
Link: http://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/freedomreligion/pages/freedomreligionindex.aspx 
· Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 
The declaration was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 25th November 1981. 
Link: http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/36/a36r055.htm 
Durban Declaration & Program of Action [2001]
The declaration was adopted by the consensus at the 2001 World Conference against Racism (WCAR) in Durban, South Africa. The DDPA is a comprehensive, action-oriented document that proposes concrete measures to combat racism and racial discrimination. It is holistic in its vision, addresses a wide range of issues, and contains far-reaching recommendations and practical measures.
Link: http://www.un.org/WCAR/durban.pdf 
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